
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. John 3:14-15 

When Shirley first introduced me to the Church of Christ in Pierre, SD back in 1959, 

I heard many a communion meditation using the above scripture reading for the 

meditation. I think that scripture may have been the first scripture that I memorized. 

When Jesus spoke these words, He was referring to what is written in Numbers 21:4-

9. The children of Israel were let go from Egypt and were wondering in the 

wilderness. They complained against God and Moses because they said they had no 

bread, no water and they detested the miserable food. So, the Lord sent venomous 

snakes among them. Many Israelites died as a result of the snakes. They told Moses 

to pray to God to take the snakes away. God told Moses to make a bronze snake, put 

it on a pole and place it in the middle of the camp. Then, when anyone was bitten by 

a snake, they were to go look up at the snake on the pole and they would live. 

A snake on a pole may seem like a strange image to represent healing and blessings 

from God. But that is what happened. The people learned their lesson that they 

needed to trust in God. God had solved their problems in the past...Crossing the Red 

Sea on dry ground,  providing manna and quail to eat and water to drink. They really 

didn‘t have any reason not to trust in God after seeing the care that He had given 

them on their journey. 

Today, we have even more reasons to trust in God, based on seeing God‘s care for 

His people in both the old and new Testaments as well as the here and now. We also 

have the good news of salvation through Jesus, Who was lifted up on a cross for our 

sake. He took on Himself the punishment for sin that was rightly ours to bear. 

But, there are many people who have never heard the good news of Jesus. And we 

don‘t have to go far from home to find them. They are in each of our communities. 

More people come to Christ through Church Planting then through any other outreach 

method. We, here at NPEA, want to thank you for your support of Church Planting in 

the northern plains area. It is your prayers and your financial support that allows us to 

continue to plant churches in this area. 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, and the things of earth will 

grow strangly dim, in the light of his glory and grace. 

God‘s blessings to each of you, 

 

Dennis Coull, NPEA Board Member 

 


